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ce, then may alſo Papiſts; Anabaptiſts, and all ether ſcfts el tine | F 
the like er pfen pen the like gransds. Brother,for-thur,T hope - +> 
you Mill put a difference batweene, orthodox Chn:ches, and he- + Y 
£6, ucI ſay againe, for any mans coalcience,, bee irnever 
of erroneous , 48 that of Papiſts, yer eertajnly che 'renſcience of 
. ſack fimply conſidered in it ſelfe, nor you, nor any man inthe 
ward hath any thing c ro doe; farther then to infttu& and 2Qmo-. | 
labogr ro inorme and reRiifie; enforce it you may nor. 
be + ſhall werolerate Popery, and-ſo IdolarryinourLand?: 5. 
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2 lick! ina had, an another to toleraie a man in; his conſcience. 
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, Lord, .Law-giver theresf, Bur we weuld not: 
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az if we held not cotreſ] with all Gflec-Chnrches, 
by. way of conſeciarion, con conſulration, cemnmunion, communica« 

Han , mumall conſolation, ſupportation', and (ina word)in all 

| nies,offices,as wherein Chrifts Kingdom is held yp, the 
grices of che Churches exerciſed, & the liberties of ezeh Church 
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3 Spiritual! pride,vain-glery fingularity, ſelfe- - conceitedaefſe of fa 
Lative holinefſe, which az dirt you throw © liberally in onc face; 
To this bjocher , 1 will ſay no more buc this « 'S5 ohh acraſaſſe, 
qitic iniocens exit > If abare and malicious any ob be enough 
to faſten a crime; who Hall be innocetit -* And Uid youeyer en» - 
"| -ter inco our hearts, ro ſee wharſecrer ſpiritual ramours ; and{a- 
7 poſtomarions be there?" and if nor, how come you preſencly, i in 
"| the rety ſame ſentence, and wich the ſame Snaty co'blow elt- 
£: this deſmearing duſt into your owne ' face?" For you charge us * 
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for to 'Tudg e becanſe he a5ely knowes new: hearts (an was naced be- 
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and ſpirituall efares of your brethren? Conſider it well in: ow 
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thic-you ſhould thus "judge them? 'Fhr"\trer © ah ge or Sou rs mag 
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yan caibHeieperdents; and did you cver,eblerye_any ſuch ſup ercia. 
Jieus fe of carriage In me towards you, 2nd other = 
Hour my-friends,nc lefle.zeaJous agrialt Independents , pl | 
Fob, as youcharge vs withall ? .Hzyethere nor Ly Eb: 
[e invicarions-detweeng you and g's with loving. 
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ly* and bretherly. eatercaiament, feviog fl fo e qu Ke, 
any ron way , -but.ever-parting friends.? And n 
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| -omne;pertnitzed.! And.neicher at this day ; ſincechele xearing, 
yettive.cane for.,-{rhouvgh.-they were no ſmalgrieferom 3 Soi 
and that even-for your fake) am 1 » Chl, cater Rrangert by b-* 
you; either in face or affetion, zhen 1 was beſote,. For Iam a. | 
per yarmeL/eg good nature. that did you civly apprehen wh 
mocthempſtery.of Chiifts. Riogly bony ig, 4 - 
c :Childreng.cerainly. you wonld never have. thu * | 
fharpned and imbiccered your fiile againſt your, brechren 1 ihe 
[Lord open;your eyes toſce ir. But however, brother ,. ns! - 8 
'bomoremaderace in cenſuring, or elle cenſure 80: ac all, wich, WH 
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..;, -; Jougiverhe ceaſon,becanſe they. will notſubmic to theCho bes 
- government. Bur ir:doth nor hence follow, that wee: therefore Þ 
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br tr kndl ray thereof you korean for 2 x ” 
every family ſh6uld be carcſullto providefor its owne peice priepy 
 kaving altin irof like affe&tion arid judgement (if ble 
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fides their meanes, none bave more prodigally adyeniured and 
ſpenttheir lives for che Srate, then your Independents ha ve; and 
Ce wonebath cheGol of bartels appzared” hy wn And bur for 


vie (which neoicen2t I ſhould Fur you in mind of 
ere, mann be , we dare chat allengs all che 
_ worldin po 


intof fidelity rothe State,and our native Countrey, 
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ourhearts and aff: ons, withall our abilities to {erve os 
that it hath'clearedic ſelf robeavfiſt & firmly uoireduin 
any other whatſoever. And for rrue'chat e 
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Db brick, or ſpiritual! houſe, it-had been. ſomething. Which yer if 
it were done, you wouldnot impure ir to policy, that irwas net: Epheſs, 21. 
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5 " ge leis 2 communion n of Saints; governed by Chriſts Spirir,: 


4 L ot | not mans 
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chis kingdome © cannort,dare not deny. out of theſe 
Pricciples do iſue theſe Conclutione, 
- - 14 That no manischehuilder of this ſpiricuall houſe, . 
.*S; Tharno man, nor yower on cartch hath a Kingly powero- | 
yer this Kingdome: - E 
3:''Thatno earthly Law-givets may give: Lawes for the $0- : 
hf vernwent of chi Republick, - G 
- Thar nomanmay claim or exerciſe a headſhip over this ©). 


| ne STIR can or ought to andereatis the yoremmene- - | 
5- ofchiscvinaunionot Siints. TR HS ; Þ 
muniorn brit viſible Sairits, * Ego, a rrae viſible Charch of Chiit: | 
cannot b:e defined; or confined to a Parochiall multimnde. - Hem; 
Thar the Government of this communion, is not extrinſecal); 
barinrialecel, by1 the Spirirofthe Word, and byche Word of 
6. 6. That en may ron limit; confticute RPO |: 
E. grepatiovs of all ſorcs:hey pleaſe, tobe Churches of Chriſt, LY 
5 Amma oe LChriſtto be the build bj 
ObjeE. Bat'you'con genera eo be the er,che Kin bd: 
I bonne a merge the Governour, the Caller, the ng "$4 
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livgly Govyernmenr;, ex-- 


$38 80, King-: 


Which 4 
d-you-once truly. 
goes wa he 1 ontimas...* Palingen,, 
about the. lawfull pena: | 
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ſbeates in all matters :of Charch- overnmentwhere: 
Ci Magn Torenleaonlinnry eclipfng theYTime:* © 
Come; Arkiac{oane may: Cy cgnehinG nie therforErhe 7; Ws > 
denfChirch-govern mnitentſay it too ? You alledye for this kpife, þ 
ſage- wtheanfweroftwoottbebrethren to 4. S. for web gneof' |. 
- thenyis Lately queſtioned: but'Thope he wil clear himfelf, But the” 


» | weight oftifey whole Intertogatory ties in your marginall nots;* . 
E. where $6u rily core conclude; Tharube chi;f gov hf Ag i 
£ wkring of, Church, power of making Ectlefraſtici {Laws,or' ' 


MA A6G befiiode Law belonged tothe Patri wh: and otherr, | 
warnot er they were Prieſts, but Rulers, and Fathers of their F and IJ 
. - lies + widerthe Law-(ay you) #t brtonged vo" Moſer, to the'Kingr of” | 
Tui, 1ſrac), Andabeolared aſſemblies or congregations of the Þrins | 
- c:#5 Nobles, obief (: aþtins, Heads and Elders of the people : Theres 1 
foe wnder: the Gi I, by likereaſbn and equity, and biecanſeiti;'a part | 
of Gbriſt K ingly,we Prieftly, 0» Prophetical Office, it nut need bes? {| - 
ong td. hriſtian Pris No M148: Parti 2rnents to whom Chr: 
Eee 3 bg King Kingly office ; not r# Miniſters, to whow be bath g&--] 
ven .onely bi Propheticall or Prieftt Anthority,” not the Royall, wth |}. 
. Scripturer at large relate : nor yet topartical ar congregations, who gre” 
- not Og raphogen _ penirtglavees whb Chrifs rojall as” | 
thorny.” bf 
So you, where you tell us maty frange things; bu: prove no- 2 
thing: Bur brother, in ſacha weightie A umn as this, 2 
Aurds In will ot ſerve the rurn: yea,:you ber crete Ee £4 
Principles forcinentioned; That Chriſt is the one ou ig es: 5 25 
© * onely Prieſt; the onely Propherof his Church, | 
-* offices, are goinnmoneabl toany cteatnre, as re nog 
3 | and pecofiat onely eohim's Hets the onely Ki! Pi 
1 Tim. 6. 15.- be dla, p& dere, T be-onely Pol vhtaty ;/ rhe Rep if Ki ed © i 
— any are abies Obit v Nepal pretogative, 'whi 
rs allthepowers ori earth. It os Ng? 4 
| enConnan gc opock hipoomiporencie, » his mga, £ 
| his 6mnipreſfence a r $ incommunicable Actri. F > 
bates: No leſs then 'hjs'Medlavorſbip, "Thoſe Pacriarchs | | 8 
Princes'of Ifradl' before the Taw; and undcrthe Liw,, from + 
"damto Chriſt;never ha@rhisp wer or prerogatiye, romake Bc": 1 E 
ckfigſticall mms or bihdine Cahons's no nor yer © —_ hoJ 
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as <= ; E © A: GE gets 
commonly. called Independent.. 


. Kings of Judah, Iſrael, and Geverall Aſſemblies , Princes, No- 
- bles, cbiefe.Captaines, and Elders of the people, as ycu muſter them 
_. wt, ppc in your marginall;nore. 'A ſeeming -goodly Army 
indeed ; but lo many ſhadowesof men, for any ſuch powerthey 
_ - had,as you would with- your penfull of ink paint cut unto us, 
And firſt for thoſe before the Law was given in Sinas: had the 
_- this power you {peak of? (ain and Abel brought their Sacrifi- 
- ces. What? Was ita* will-worſhip of their owneleRion? If 
.  * ſo, Godhad regarded e-Nels ſacrifice no more then Coins; How: 
then? Their Sacrifice was of Gods own appointment: Adam 
: had it from God,and his childreu from him. For as Godrevealed- © 


-_  rethbytheLaw in Swwaiafterwards, where'.oſes. is expreſly 
_ chargedto do all chings (both for worſhip and Church-govern+ 

. ment )according to the patern ſhowed hims in the ſount as befare we 
h ns when the Temple was to be built, God gave to Devid 
 anexaQpaters of all things, yea,of every particular,bothinweil 
ting and:by his Spiric,nort onelyfor worlai , bur; for thewhole 
miniſtration.aboutthe Temple,a type of. Chriſts Church -under 
the Goſpell, ſo as neither Hoſes nor Kings of F#dah had theleaft 
power rodeviſe any other forme, theo. that: preſcribed of -God: ' 


'Þ .-- The keeping ofthe Palſover once in the ſecond month -by #xe- 
'Þ;, ebiab; wasextraordinary, upona caſe of necefſity..And.for_the 

+ Kings of Iſrael, will you equall = pager 67x 
* 1 Se nn 
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"A Vindicarion of thoſe Churches, 


| asthele arc, and thar ſo confide | | 
bt GRIT S EWPEK-> res colour 6f what'yon affirm. . 
And therefore your -in u 


© libhovels 


Had they lawfull power, as Ferobam, to ſerup his rwo golden | 


{lvs;andiſdto changethe formof worſhip & Church-govern- 


7? Whenthat King Aba ſetup his Domaſcer Alear, was ie * ; 


by aRegall powerinyeſted in himfromGod?' So of other Kings 


of Juda, good or bad, they had no lawfull power at all co alter 


the form prefcribedofGod, one jot. And therefore, brother, 
paaar, thatbeing a man of much-reading, and mightie 
” On atm 00 8 n- quid dicim durins) 
y, when youneither' doe, nor 


- 
: 


pon-ſuch empry: premiſes, that 


your 
therefore under the Goſpel, by like reaſon and equity , it hit ye 
Princes, Magiſtrates, Parliaments,to whom Chriſt 


notetwo 
| neicher- reaſon nor equity ; becauſe no-truth:1w chem, 
2; "Chriſt harh mot delcpated bis Kingly office toany Princes, Maugi- 


gt firates, Parliaments, to ferup any form of worſhip or Churc 


, yaa of their deviſing, or conceiving ,, no-more' then hes 


idroall;orany ofichoſeyoureckon up in the' Old Teſtamemr. - 


HET give you a better underſtanding in-this'myftery of 
_ godly forrow for theſe things. Take thenthecoun- 


ſell 
kifſe this bimirol that he fairh, 


 earbein wn they ray onely King , burthe onely Prophet of his 


( as whom 0 beareth- not TN, 4LL 
THINGS, fballeven be ent ff from bis people, But how then 


doe you ſay, This wa partof Chriſts Kingly office, not* Pie ſtly, ov. 
an 5, 


Propheticall, toſer a'xovermment'; - bee bath not commmnns- 
caredsh ta ted, utrpagey Parliaments : whereas Chriſt 
dorh in all things regulate his Xingly office by his Prophivicatof= 
ce And again, how'fay you, Chriſt hath nor given his King! 
offiee 10 Miniſters, bur only: his Priefily and Prophetiea;and'yer 
ou make-an Aﬀembly. of Miniſters' as Re&or Chori to be the 


| irs arid car 6'toa Form of Reformation, and that necefſa- | 


rity} ' And'denying ſech'to bee Kings; orto have'a' Kingdy of- 
f#0, you"exeluds them” out? 6f the Albe of thoſe faithfull 
ones, whom Cheiſt hath made «'* Rejall Priefibeed; even 


 Kingly office, Oe. is no conſequence, Whence F 
things: x, Li reuje ard equity.” Now in your premi- - 


"his great King Bee wiſe therefore, and undorfnd; and 
i Kivg, ths Sunwof God, y obeying 
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* Kings and Prieftz God bs Far Father. IR of this Sond © * x Per- .. bp 2 


The third a | 


' Touching this; 1. Wee affume not the power to gather - ; 
Churches, but being ſeht or called to preach the word of the * Mat-13- 1g: | 
K#ingdeme, thereby Rm thus called of God, come to be gathe= | 

wo into Church-fellowfhip, and ſoby conſent doe chuſe their 
| CErs, 

2. Suchas arethus called, toacknowledge Chriſt their onely 
King, were not mos en #0 this ackhnow|edgment by ſuch Miniftcts 
as you ſpeak of, who deny, diſclaime, and preachagainft Chriſts 
Kingly governmentover mens conſciences and Churches, So as 
lucha canverſion as you ſpeak of, comes not home to whole 


Y CEOs what kind of converts call yon theſe? Or at 

and beſt rhey areconverted but in part; and that main thing \ 

wanting, to wir, Chriſts Kingly office, they come up to Py. the 

.. preaching thereof. | 

' ' 3. Such Miniſters, when they ſet up Chtifts goon 7 

_ may (beingagreed apon by all fidew ) have thoſe Afonces : 
again,rhatfor wh oft arthe firſt id rom then,” 
Our fol ſolemne you and Covenatit"ob vs nor tÞ any - | 

a that is prejdtc 


rothe coneingho  word.and the 
libertie ofa cis 


thered out ate ; hor cghon Chuorar or - _ 
nor that, bur out' why rim meg has fear God ard * outaf _ AQ19339. } 


: - bouls de omohpane ,& out of *cvery'Cirie or ——__—_ 
thur recetve the Gol gretalled: of entore rg'C ls 2. 
"5G openly Gheltionlierty tr fojkingns ſoyGlf Civ; 
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God that perf 2pbet to" dwell in the Tents of She. 
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- well noted in the Harmony of Confeſſions, Sefi, 11, Confeſſion of 
Amburg, Theſe Senator-like Declamations though they be very plane. 
foble, and Sinconſethe mindes of many againſt us, yettbey may be confu- 
ted by moſt true and ſubſtantial arguments. As, All the Prophets 


. © and people; yet [were the confirained y the. commandement of God, 
to warre againſt the Devils kingdoms , to preach beaventy deftrine, 
20 collef# a Church nnta God, and the like. And, The true doftrine 
of God, and big true worſtlþ ," muſt needs be embraced and received ; 
and all errors, that tend to the diſhonor of God, muſt be abhorred and 
Jorſakgr, the though all the world ſhould break and fall down, And much 
more 


bur we leavealljudgement to God, and heartily pray for them: 
= ourſelves havebeen formerly ignorant of it, therefore wee 
e others. 


* whole Houſe, Pariſhes , Comics ; may thu conn to be. divided into 
S ſeverall formes of C burches, 4s [ame for the Preabyteriall, ſome for the 
 —_P Hierarchical , aud ſi cauſe Schiſmes aud reve or at laſt unaveid- 
Y ably ſubvert oll ancient bends of Pa: 

—_— maſons ufo &c. Brother TL iltian libertic, 

*- Frere Fang, or Gr powe gs 7” 

Us | madei en Gog,. Ana 4 E therco 
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the: wasfacivill xnefo beep the :ce? And as for 
| Ef omg. will gully allow Churches bar feds 


oy Churches oy Peltthes yn Galle, 


2 heir Hierarchy; builtuponthe! fame. andy foundation, This. = 


and Apoſtles were. true. lovers of the peace and concord of  N ations 


=”. EY Thowgh we are fully perſwaded by Gods Word and Spi- 
3 rit, rhatthis our way is Chriſts way z yet wee neitherdoe , nor 
dire judge others to be reprobares, that walk not with us in it, 


7. Where you obje&, that ander pretence of Chriffian liberey, yp 
U [ethed wAintenance f or 


; f p NY beaded? EE i Ns = rmgacÞ 
. es? Or are.P and : 
an 


Trp and gathering ? Are they not con- 
of mans ns 6: + 


Pg 


commonly called In dependent. 


37 


What Churches then ? And as for Tiches : what Tithes, I pray 


you, had the Apoſtles ? Suchas be faithfull and painfull Mini- 
 fcrs of Chriſt, he will certainly provide for them : as when hee 
ſent forch his Diſciples without any pwyſe, or proviſion,he asked 
them, Lacked you'ny thing ? They ſaid, Nothing, Surely, the le 
boxer is worthy of bu hire. Andas for Miniſters maintenance by 


. _ Tithes, Irtferreyou tothe judgment of your learned brother 
Mr. Selden, And as for your Independent Miniſters, they plead 


no other maintenance then the New Teſtameit holds forth, yer 
notd:nying the Magiſtrate and State a power to appoint main- 
tenance for the preaching ofthe word, as is done in New Eng- 
nd, to thoſe that are not members of Churches. And where 
you charge rhem, for having the faith of Chriſt inrefpetT of perſons, 
as if they admitted the rich, ratherthen che poore : Brother, I 

[+= r i1snot ſo with oor ;I _ fare , nor fo with me. And 

 kftly, for your marginal! young Imterrogatories : As,  : 

Pe 77, of bi many members jom. Forwadhs..yevie I am fure your 
Congregarions admirneither augmenration nor diminution,bue 
according to the capacitie ofevery Pariſh, 


2. Within what preciss ? Chriſts Churches are not limited 


ther ro placcormmber;” 
© 3. What ſit Stipends allowed t Sufficietic, more orlefſe, 


* 4. When and where Churches ſhould aſſemble ? For when'? at 


rimes convenient. For where ? Not neceſſarily in this or that 


e. | 
= ». ho ſpall preſcribe extraordinary times of faſting, or thanks» 
Living to them upon Juſt occaſions ? It the occaſion bethe Churches 
peailiar Incereſt, the Church agrees uputi the time, Bur'if it be 
piblick, concerning the Politick body rh | 

are tative members, in whoſe weale or woe we ſympathize, ej- 
thet'we keep dayes of onr'0wn appointmentextraordinary, 'or 


"3.2 AW Ib +. Z Wee 
: * 6. Who ſpallrefifie their Chyrch-Covenants, Diſripline,Cenſarer, 


Government if evrenciuy,or «njuſt 7 Firſt, Exch Churchuſeth her 


|- - beſt meanes left herof Chtiſt, within her ſelfe; Secondly, Tfhiced 
| require, ſheuſerh-t Ae tas OOLES "Thirdly, TFany, 
* .. Other, as the Civill Srare, de nor farisfied, 'ſhee *refhſetH nor to 


i , , >. et Siks © * "2: 5 {fi v7 If 
. þ yeeldanaccount ofher «ions, being required,” © 77 Show 


ofthe State, whereof we 


--..* 
| ihe Civill Bare command and appoint aday, we fuſe Hor to 


*AA&, 25+ 1, ; 


eA' Vindication of thoſe Churches, 


7 a ( fay you ) 4 ſufficient [atisfalory Commiſffon Sw 
Gods word for all-tbey doe, or deſire, before they gather any Churches, 
Brother Pry»=e, you ſay you will pump out our choughts ; yea, 
it ſecmes, you will exanclate, pumpe out every drop that 1s in 
us. But tay, brother, you are notyer a Magiſtrate. And 2. wee 


hope yon. will not take upagiine.the Qath ex Officio ro purnp —_ 


all our. ſecrets. And 3, Though I have for my part dcalt y 
freely with you, as my brother, all along : yer give me "ay 
paReſerve, Donec ad T riaries redierit res, untill it come to a 
ad Jift, in caſe we ſhall be brought before * Princes and Ru- 
givean account of what we doe, or deſire. And 4, you 
us ,upontoo unreaſonable a taske, to fatisfie you in all that we 
Do » or DESIRE. Firſt make your particular exce 


and d<mands for this, or that: and then we ſhall know the ns, 


bow ro fry you an Anſiwer, as you ſee. we have here done. 


ters, whic rg not any led of of 
Government of States is one, and bug 
in all generally neceſſary poynrs cleare.. pres we fn iapan you pan | 
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' | ignorant members. : | beleeve, brother Prjnm/rbeiryorythall 
+ haveanything todoe.with the moſt comemptibleoffuchCon- 
| venticles, as you-eſtecme us}. you-will-nor- altogerhier fimivus 


TL — 


commanhy called Tadependent. 


Mn 


next ages after, The rrue Churches liberties were no true cauſe 
of ſo many hereſics z no more chen.the Chriſtians of old were the 
cauſe of the calamitics of the- Citie or Empire of Rome, becanſe 
Nero and other Tyranrs falfly charg: d-them, and as injuriouſly 
dealt with chem. Nor may we caſt away the privitedges of Chri- 
ſians, becauſe ochers abuſe them. Yea, whether weuſe our pri- 


viledges, or no, errours and her: fies will be.. The Apoſtles, and + 
' Apoſtelick Churches, could neicher keep, nor caft them our z; as 


is ſhewed before. | 
Burt brother, where you ſay , that if this liberty of ſetting up aw 
Independent Church=government be admitted: they by the ſelfe-ſame 


- reaſon, they muſt have a likg libertie to eleft, ere} what Covil forme of 


government they pleaſe : to ſet up a new [ndependent Repwblick, King- 


| dome, 46. By the ſelfe-ſame reaſon # Surely'by no rea/or at all. 


Shew us a reaſon hereof, and take all. And you know, that Re- 
publicks, Kingdomes are Independent , though not of Churches 


eleffing, exeGing, Itisunſatiefiable injury;and excreame irratio- 


nality.thus co argue for hath Chriſt given' the ſame command 


. to his people, as ſuch who are not-of this world, nor their King- 


dome,as he harh.done to them in-ſpirimals:which he cortimands 


ciill government, but lefrit free, 1 Fer; 2: Rew,c13.- * 
A The fifth Interrogatory. N 


Herein: you' make 2- compariſon' berweeh! Prerbyteriall and 
Independent Churches , Why not that', as- well ab-this/?: Arid 
ikthis, why doe we not ſhew ſolid proofe of it? T'anſwer': We 
defire to enjoy ours, without making compariſon with yours.' 
For proofe we have ſh:wed ſufficient. | MOT 
? "Then to a ſecond Duevre gtheanfiver' is., notthe Miniſter'as 


 lone,northe Congregation alone,butbotl together admir inerh- 


bers, and ſe: up Chriſts Government, nottheiriown.' And haw 
ereryoumake us. a Conventicle, confiſting-ot inconfiderablet 


ſuch, 


| ? 2. They ſer up no forme, 
but cake that which is preſcribed, which God hath'not done'in 


- AV. indication of thoſe Chuycbes, 


3 * Rom, 13. 7+ 


ſach, as you are pleaſed to rerme vs. Aid for National Parks: 


, whenthey called Ch 


D————— 


ments, States, wee honour them with whatſoever honour is due 
unto them,'as Gods * Word commandeth vs.” And for a Natie- 
all Conneell, as this is , called to adviſe, not co be peremptory - - 
udges inthe matrersof God over our conſciences, wee detract” 
nor their due honour too, as they are pious, and learned men. 


2. Where you wonld have them have the ſame powerin a Parlia-. 


ment andSynod,that they have in a Church,if they be members 
ir is anſwered, tharall power is reſtrained toirsown ſphere and * | 


place; ſo that we may have a greater power in another kind,and 
yetnot that; asno Parliamenr-man bath the power of a Maſter | 


ofa family in the Parliament, though he have a greater: 


The frxth Interrogatory. 


This T»terrogetory: bath ſundry branches : the anfiver where- | , 
unto reſpeRively, will intimace what they be. - . ELIAS; 0 
{- 1::Wee ſay, as before,” None of our Miniſters doe by any 
uſurped authorizie gather Churcher, ; CLOS a 

© 2. Wecannot conceive, that any law of the Land is againſt 
the ſetting up of Chris kingdowe in the hearts of his people; 


' and in thoſe: Congregations called and garhered by the yoyce: 
| his Word, Nordoth the Miniſtery of Chrifts word morein this,” 


then it did by Fob» Baptiſt , Chriſt himſelfe, and his Apoſtles, -- 
#/ riſtian Congregations out of the Ne ; 
tionall Church,” Even the Imperiall heachen Roman Lawes gave 
way to the preaching-of Chriſts kingdome, and gathering of 
Churches within their Territories, Provinces, Cities. > 
. .3- :ForChurch-gevernment, Covenant , wee have faid enough 
befare; ©: © £5: MN : bp $3 
4- Concerning a Nationall Churcbalſo, we have ſpoke already 
in theforter Anſwer. And Tdefire brevitie, and not to anſwer 


 allyour repetitions and aggravations, left I may 7auſcam movere. 


5: It is one thing for a State to ſer up' a new forine of Eccle-' | 
fiafticall Government, and another ro'pall Lowne the 019,” This... | 
they were bound unto'by the: Word of God :*bur not ſo'that,, | 
unlefſe"it be the/fame Church-government which Chrift ſets | 
downein his Word; befides which none other oughtto be fer | | 
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commonly called Indepetiderit. - 


up, though never ſo mich flo by men conceived to be : 


according to Gods Word, when trade ſnrabte tothe Liwes Cuſtomer 

of every Nation avid manners of the people,as you affirme; of which 
ore, | | | ; 
Laſtly, This Charch-government, which we profeſſe, you ſhall 


- never beable toprove ridicu/oms & abſurd, as you conclude your 
Imterrogatory. $34 O49, 2% 2VIES! ET 


The ſevemb Interrogatory, YO 
This Interrogatory is about the diſmiſſing of members - x. to be- 
come members of Presbyteriall Churches : 2. Or. of other Indepen- 
dent Churches, Lanſwer, If any will deſert Ce lrepanioh, 
who canet them ? Yer itis the Charchies careand dutie 0 pre- 
ſerve'it {elfe, and all the members in unity of thebody; and'alſo 
from whatſoever may be finfull, If any ſhall repent}, and fall 
back, Churches are not more free, then* Chriſt himſelfe was. 


Ifany for conveniency ſake,or neceſſary occafion,defire to joyne 


with ſome other Church, doe you think it unreaſooiable, firſt to 


| _ acquainethe Church with cheer defire ? And doe you not allow 


of Letters of recommendation, when any is to paſſe co ether 
Churches?May not els jealoufies and ſuſpicions ariſe, and heart- 
burnings between Churches ? Do you not remember, what divi- 


| fions and emulations the wanthereof did cauſe among the Chur- 


ches of old? And, brother, wee deſire to doe all things in love. 
And we defire that others ſhould doe rio otherwiſe unto us, then we doe 
wnto them : as you objeR, You twit us againe, for reſpefting the 
rich, morethen the poore, Tf it be true, itis* aur fault, and ought 
nor ſo to be: if not rrae, itis yours, atid char ſo often as ('as you 
doe)youcaſtit in our diſh. | | 66 : 

The eight Interrogatory. 

This Interrogatory is to charge us, for nor admitting to Bap+ 
tiſme any Infants of ſuch Parents, who are not members of our Chur- 
cbes, And,brother, you make rhis a aoRNatotyand ihtolerable 
thing. Why, you know, if we wonld admit of all , it wou!d be 
no {mall benefit and advantage to us, eſpecially when we are to 


. deale withrich mens children, ſach as you ſay wehavein ſuch 


o 


High eſtimation. Therefore that wedoe it not for ric [1009 yop 
,10 


 -maythinke there is ſonierhing in ie, that coveronſnelle is tioe 
Þ. predominant in us, as ro corrupt our Conſcience, And thetefore - 


, brother, 


* 1 Cor." 
23, I 
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Id 


| Revel-15,3, 


brorher,let ſome charicable thought take place, in you, that wee | 


doe. it rather. of Conſcience then of, Covcrruſneſſe,: And what fa 

ycu.to this,brother? We preach Chriſt ro the Parents. We —_ 
him no leſſe a King, then a Prieſt and Prophet. We preach him 
the onely King of our conſcience, ang tlic onely Law-giver and 
Governour of his Churches. We exhorc themtg ſet up this King 
in their hearts. Wee exhort them to become and probefl to bee 
thoſe Saints, of whom he's King, For he.is King of Saints. Bur 
brother, they will not beleeve us; they will not depend upon 
Chriſt as the onely Law+giver and King over their conlciences. 
Now what would you have usto doein this caſe ? Baptize the 
Infants of ſuch pacencsas will not, in this reſpeR, profeſſe, nor 
confelſe Chriſt to betheir King ? Why, doe you not know, that 
no infants have any title to bapriſme, that are not within the 


- Covenant viſibly ? And how are they within the Covenant viſi-. 


bly, bur by yertueof their parents faich outwardly profeſſed 2: 
And what outward profeſſion of faith in.che parents,that refuſe ' 
Chriſt for their,onely King, thar are aſhamed, or afraid, to pro- 
fellc tobe in covenant with Chriſt,as their King ? If therefore 
the parents profeſſe nor, yea refule thus to be in viſible covenant, 
canthe childrenbe ſaid cobeinvifible covenant, and foro have 
aright to bapriſme, the external Scale of the Covenant? Bros 
ther, here is obex, a bar put... - rn $68! 
If you ſay, The child ſhall nut beare the iniquitie of the father, 
True; but the parents keep themſelves off from the covenant 
by refuſing Chriſt, in whom alone the beleever hath right co the 
Covenant, and fo the child is wirhall keptoff. Foric is nornow 
under the Golpel, asit was from 4brahem to Chriſt, The coves» 
nant was made with Abrahamand his ſeed, ſo as by veriue here- 
of all the male Infantsof beleeving Abrabzm, were andought to 
be circumciſed : but now under the Goſpell, thoſe onely are ac- 
counted Abrahams ſeed, who profefie the faith of Abrabam, 
which fath looked upon Chrill,and embraceth whole Chrift. in 
all his offices, and profeſſe the ſame outwardly, Row.10. 9,109. 
So as the Covenant is entailed onely to beleevers now, and to 
their! children (as AZ; 2.39.) If then the Parents. by. refuſing 
Chriſtas their King, as the Fewer did (Luke 19, 14.) doe hereby 
cut themſelves from the Covenantzthey do therewith _ off 
, | ther 
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ommonly called Independent. = 


their childrentoo: andrhis notto be recovered in a child, untill 
either the parent Ka: eſtored ; or, the child comming in timero 
belceve, andto profe 

ri 
A : : 
tize the childrenofthoſe parents, that refuſe to profeſle the faith 


of Chriſt, as theironely King , as well as their onely Prieſt and. 
ided, becomes no Chriſt to the divider 


Prophet. For Chriſt div 
This is, according to the vulgar Latin tranſlation, ( 1 Tob. 4.3.) 
ſolvers leſum,to difſolve JO gEAT is,to receive him only in part, 
and totin whole ; which igthe ſpirit of 4utichrif. Beſides, wil- 
ling diſobedience to any ggod order ina CRC pn tyEa tai 
of the liberties of the ChurcBe(Ers hethay not eat of the pro- 
vender,that will not undergo the yoak. )Now this ofa volunta- 
ry profeſſion to walk with'the Saints of facha place , accordin 

co Chrift,is athing ſo juſt, as following che example'of the jol 

Charch, who were in particular covenint with God. /2.Ththe 
New;they profeſſed their giving thetnſelvesto God, 2 Cor.8.5. 
3. All ſocieties require ſome promiſeof their members. Itirbe 
ſaid, we are members ofthe univerſall Church by faith and re- 


pentance: We reply : r. this faich muſt be ſhewen by a voluntary 


fivingour ſelves ro Chriſt vifibly, and thento tome Church of 
is,if opportunity ſerve ; ſor Chriſt wilt not have his people tg 
be wandring ſheep, when they may havea fold ;norto beind:vis 
duavaga, when they may beredaced to order, 0 ap 
The ninth Interrogatory., hoo: A 
- * This [nterrogatory lays a chargeupon Tadependenty, for refuſing 
to admit to the Lords Supper ſuch as are not notoriouſly ſcandalons tor 
groſſel ignorant, but profeſſe repentance, c;which you ſay;zs a very 
| aritable,arrogant yea unchriſtian prattice,contr ary ro Chriſt own 
yo 0 pre Inda to the Lords Swpper ;©Allo' to that of 
Pail, x Cor, 11, you calling it alſo's trhnſtindent firain of ty anti 
call nſurpation over ſaules and conſejenter,\ und" Gedr Ofdmancer, 
worſe then our moſt domineering Lordly Prilates, (Fe.ye 
ter Chriſt himſlfe, and more then ever the Api duh 
| their exttdirdinaryadihh ere =D 
'  _Tanſwerinone wor, ment Lee 
| ndſharpcenſares) zlizt welooF tur 


I'2. 


c the faithof Chriſt, doc hereby claim his --4 
ght tothe Covenant, and foto me, as being a*childe of *Rom.4.11, 
abam.Let this ſuffice for the preſent, why we dare nor bap- E 


/ 


I6, 


or glen 
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fedion and CE nom, ro their, 


be ſound, intire oy C 
to bem concur | f6 the onely Prince. 
 -- .... ofhis Peop 9b aw giver to every mans.con- 
= ſcience, Wop WEI9e ever 

. If they thus acknow 
other offices, we doe nor, we dare nox, 
to bn mithebe ſeales, that.xc 


the < Revs Charcheag, . 


thi inChriſt, fo thorh it 


egation or Church, of his Saints; 
iſs kingly es: well as his 
i hen Eme.. Ty what 
coy o0.0w 
poo ego Fra 


tt Chr 


ey Act for Fudar, he 


, * Joh.13. 30- ſupper; 3 fi ers Ts Peet ow * immediatch, faith Fbn 


as1t ap er E geui 
I es 38 18. not why: 


relate ſome orher paſſ; 2 Boa 
Lin' Scripture ſtory. And, 
| hens, And ſuppoſehe. 


rc aſare had not. yet paſt upon him: onel 
e figr woken tome Fargu 


x Ale 5 Cx: 23, thatwa 2 true C ſi | gh now, 
| my be 4 - | $ & I < a uſes to 
wile here, (0.28 all your accumnla> 
ng 14 d. concerning the Apoltles 
ling, i we maſt expe the like calling,” wee. 
a vac ald oh either ro poof aire Or 


Meanc a jo | 
| re. be an oo 0 
rity ln yah 
llowed him = wha lf pefearh then 1 | 
2M, 74 Gov, Solomon , about þ- 


anon home tot at 
2ainſt y: hana Nr law.Butin thatyou = 
m Aches at wv, dar 


ot Papilts, &c. 
Brine? Th 


; Evangelical Smod (ns yoncallit) Atts 15 4he Apoſtles my" 
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might donothing,but according toGods preſcript law;no more 


ſo interpreted this place. And what ſpeak: I of 
Text ic ſelfe ig its own cleareſt eter. For 


looſe 024 earth, [ball be looſed in bexven, Which is without contro- 


itw ngthe Jewes: Youalledge on thecontrary, - 
þ- CT Taeeer we = wee all. honour Tor his learning. 


res, | 
the arxe of. ci Rice: Farre beit, that we ſhould haveour 
ky Zain me Spheare. Contentyour ſelfe with your 


vichchis foot you have 


« - vg. FFD Þ 


Jororgnens (0 oh A 
ades, that in thav4ſſembly, or: 


of Bcqa and 


The writings | 2 


Eraſtis one a5; *: 

gainſt the o- / 
ther,are ex- 
ants 
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they were Apoſtles infollibly guided by the boly Ghoſt, but rather as thej 


were-in their ordinary Capacity , as Elders and chiefe members of it; - | E 


W hereupon (producing your fix reaſons for it) you peremptg-" 


rily conclude, thatchis 7 an wudeniable Scriptarenontbority for the ._ | 


Liwfulneſſe, uſe of Parliaments , Comncels, Synods, under the Goſpel, 
upon all like neceſſary ovcaſions 5 and for their power to determine con- 
rs of religion, to make Canons in thi neceſſary for the 


) 16alude it, 


7" Rachermexintive your ſaireeſaxr, why the Apoliler ſarews; 


as Apoſt les,but as ordinary Elders, &c. Where firlt, we lay' this | + 


Wh forthe contrary, /cil. thar they fate-as Apoſtles, becauſe 
notordinary Elders;as-Elders, can ſay, 2: Homes ood to the boly 
Ghoſt andtow. But the Apoſtles, as Apoſt es might ' fo, be- : 
cauſe in any doQrinall po they had the promiſe of he $ It, 

to beled intoat war Ho be een ge the Church'wa ved 

ly,if they fa 


- 


built; #pbe/7; 2. 20. Seco! keas: 
theirdecrees did no farther bind, then as th 


agree wich Scripture ; otherwiſe Elders, as Elders, may bindthe IT 


conſcience , let the decree bee never ſo wicked, Burt to your” 


n Fe , 
# Firſt, For elſe (fay you ) Paul and Barnaba being Apoſtles" 


themſelves , might have decided that controverfie at eAntioh' | _ 


— ſtnaling to Jeruſalem. Anſwer 1, By your favour, bro» 


B arnab as was not (to ſpeak properly an Apoſtle, though + It 
an Apoſtolicall man, 2: They argued with thc cLegaliftsat An. | 


rw wy nl ever or ; ow they comming from 
adea, a ing the uſe of circumcifion,and Hoſes Law, 
be fill in force io the 7s atro=" - 
verſic beupbeporey ewo great parties, the Chriſtian Jews, and: 
Chriſtian Gentiles; hereupoi the Church 'at Antioch thoupght'iit” 
requiſite, for the fuller ſatisfaction t6 all. parties,:co fed Part 


Barnabs tothe-Apſtles and Elders at Jerufatem! And Z bes WM 
ſens, doth W 


cauſe Pal and Barnabas are thus FO 7 | ow, that” 
| were not ſufficient (yea Paul alone,asan' Ap e infalli 


 Aenodonbt ſufficienclythey did 


” 
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Churchar Jeruſalem, and the contro-' l 


0 bly gat | 

ded bythe holy Ghoſt) to have decided rhequeſtion at Ancioch? GE 
fliciencly they did, thoi 0 ſarjsfaRtotily ra- }- 

_ all. And4. thatthey were thus by the Church at Antioch ſentrs | | 


hows prada. tn pert all eva; ons, exceptions {of nde- By 


IE) 


4 
bu _ 
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'  commaaly called Independent-: . 


the Apoſtles and Churchat Jeruſalem heres a good-example 


; forthe nſeof communion Churches, as in'doubtfull caſes ro 
other. OY 


-_ 


conſulconewithan ne T8 
2. Elſe(ſay you) the Church at Antioch would have ſent to none, 


' to reſolve their doubts, but to the Apoſtles onely, and not to the Elders. 


Tanſwer:.In ot to the Elders allo,it ſhewes the re- 
pet tharoneChurch ſhould have to another, 2. Thoſe Elders 
were men endowed withthe gifrs of the holy Ghoſt, 3-Though. 


| they hadnot infallibilicy, as the Apoſtles had, yer their aſſent to 


the determination, was a witneſſe-bearing to the truth thereof. 


|. 3+ Elſe(fay you) Panland Barnabas would have put the queſtion 


tothe Apoſtles onely,not to tbe Elders. and Church, as well as to them, 


ver{.4,5,6 _' 
; This is anſwered in the former, 


SPE Elſe the Apoſtles would not have called all the Elders and bre- 
threw to conſult,y. 6. when themſelves might have done it alone. 

F - .: Lanſiver: x. Though the Apoſtles might have done italone, 
- *þ. yetthey would not, bur called rogether che Elders and brethren, 
'F © yea,andthe whole Churchac Jeruſalem (verſc4. 32.) herebyto 


givea precedent toall Presbyters, or Elders of Churches, That.in 


: caſes of difference arifing,they call the whole Church together, 


for afſiſtavce and. counlell cherein...2. In ſodoing,the Apoltles 


1] diminiſhednothing of thar Judicial power and authority which' 
4 Chriſt left withthem for deciding of controverſies, being. infal- 
' libly guidedby the holy Ghoſt, while they thoughc ic not fir.to 


doe-tuch things ina corner, which concern=d che whole Church, 
5; Peter aud James(iay you) would not have argued the caſe (0 


af largely, and proved it by Arguments and Scriptures, as they did one 
| efter another, but have peremptorily reſolved it without diſpute, bad 
_ they ſate and determined it by their extraordinary infallible power. 


- :Tanſiver: This follow&sno. more then the tormer. For the 
7uments they-uſed, with the concluſion, wereby. the direQi= 
onof the holy Ghoſt. And 2.The holy-Ghoſt js nor ſo perempto- 


4 ry; buc will have his truths examined by the Scriptures, as Ads 
| -17. 1t-The. Bereans are. commended by the holy Ghoſt for exa- 
. | - quning Pawls Sermon by the Scriprure,though he were an Apo=- 
x 30 


4 ] takenin fona witneſle ex abnndants. 


Ale, and ſpakeby the holy Ghoſt. And 3, the Churches afſent was 
© 6. The 


F* 
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nod, bud run onely in the' Apo fe names, had they proteeded onely by 


ders and bretbren too; 


which were all diftatedby theholy Ghoſt,did norproceed from 
that infaliibilirie of Spjrir alone wherewith'the Apoſtle was gui- 


(1 Cor.1.1.) Paxlcaled ro be an Apoſtle of Feſus Chriſt, and Soſtbe= 


. poſvle of Feſme Chriſt, and Timothy a brother, to the Chureb,&-c, And 
Gal. 1.1. Paul an Apoſtle, &c, and all the brethren that are with me; 
20 the Churches of Galatia, ec, So Phil.1. 1. C#;1.1,1'Theſſ 1.1, 
places, thotigh there was but one Apoſtle; guided wich infalli- 

thren are joynedin rhe alutation of the Churches;and yet Pasl, 

as Apaigle, did write thoſe Epiſtles, and nor ſimply as a brother, 
or fellow-ſervant with them of Jeſus Chriſt. Neither are thoſe 
brethren (ſo named) accounted tte Pen-men of the Scripture, as 

Paxl of right is. Thus you fee; Brother, there was no neceficie, 


concluſion deduced thence, that the Decree there war therefore 
 binding,as being the Decres of a Synod, and ſo exemplary for all Par- 
liaments, Conneelc, $ynods, to make the like binding Decrees, 
But (good brother )for all your punftnall quorations of that 
Scripture; you doe not all this while rell us ( which is the main 


of all) that which we find in the 28. verſe of that Chaprcr, I T 


TER BVRTHEN, THEN THESE NECESSARY 


can faythus, IT SEEMED GOOD T 


F x —_— The final reſolution ( fay you) Letters and Cont of this Sy." 
Z their Apoſtolicall infallible awthorttie, and n0t inthe names of the EL 


SEEMED GOOD TO THE HOLY GHOST- |: 
.AND VS, TO LAY VPON YOV' NO.GREA- ] 


THINGS. Now, Brother , we chalenge you to ſheyy us any 


Lanſwer: There is as little reaſon in this, as in all the reſt of. | 


ded, becauſe we findothers, not Apoſtles, Joyned with him.. As | 


. nes a brotber,to the Churchof God, Ee, And 2 Cor, 1.1, Pant ane A- | 


P al, arid S1lo anus, and Timothens, to the Church ec, Inall which | er 
e $ 
bility of the holy Ghoſt co write the NETS, yet many bre-, | * 


_ 'thateitherthe Apoſtles names ſhould be puralone, becauſe they © 
onely were guidedby rhe Spirits infallibilicie: or thatthe names 
. of the Elders and Brethren ſhould not be put, withour a neceſſary - 


. Parliament, Councell, Synod, ever fincerhe Apoſtles, thit conldor  } - 
| THE'HOLY Þ-: 
GHOST AND VS, to utermine controverſies TOPS T is 
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' | wake and impoſe Canons to bind all men, hv.” Shew: this © us, at = 


hath no 
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- | thisrimeandwe will obey. Bur if you cannot,as you never can, 
| neverletany manprefſe nponus thac Scripture,that Synod,which = 


. tern, tor any'Conncell, Synod; Parliaments. | 
Ler. me, conclude with a-pafſage of che learned and famous Panftraig 

\ þ S % . j « * —- n p 4 . . 
\- 3 (bamierns, that grand Anragonil of Belarminis, Bellarmine apo Catholicz. , 3 
' | © the ſameScriptureyuualledge(A&.z5.).(as allo onr late pre- Tom.3-De lp Þ 
-  þ - lates have uſually done) would deduce the fame concluſion, that berrate Chris. 
| ..., you doe, for humane authority in binding mens confciences;'To' <.10, De v2. - 
Wl which Chamierns thus anſwereth : thatrhis canſequence holdr not: Vibiris 16dto. ©. 
| . uianemeadem fit authoritas Apoſfolorum, & reliquorum Ecelefig thyds.Ciguine, - 
' Paſtorum: Becauſe there 14 n0t the ſame anthoritte of the Apoftler; and & ſuffocaro, 7 
.. of ather Paſtors of the Church, For.with thoſe the Holy Gboſf was ex-, 


. Gog, But other Paſtors baveno ſuch extraordinary aſſiſtanee of the'Spt="ideo ur quz |} 
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